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Dalla prefazione:

It is now 12 years after the discovery of
HIV, and in spite of an intensive world-
wide research effort, we are still a long way
from understanding and controlling AIDS.
Sadly, we do not even know why HIV infec-
tions produce a lengthy asymptomatic
phase followed by the catastrophic loss in
CD4-positive T cells that leads to the im-
munodeficiency. Indeed, our present igno-
rance of the pathogenic mechanisms invol-
ved in AIDS has permitted Dr Peter Due-
sberg and others to argue that HIV is not
the casual agent in AIDS. The arguments
they have put forward are complex, but can
be easily answered. These two volumes
are guides to how to study HIV in the
laboratory. As the reader of these books
will quickly see, HIV research is highly
multidisciplinary. Virtually every technique

used in modern medical research, ranging
from cloning viruses and classical virologi-
cal studies of their growth properties to the
expression of recombinant viral antigens
and the analysis of their structure by x-ray
crystallography or NMR, to studies of anti-
gens, antibodies, and cellular immune re-
sponses could have been legitimately in-
cluded in these volumes. A complete com-
pendium of all these methods would have
been unwieldy and unreadable. Instead,
these two volumes focus on the speciali-
zed techniques which are unique to studies
of HIV.
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Section A: Methods of Autoantibody
Detection

This section provides well structured pro-
tocols for autoantibody detection. Step-by-
step procedures are accompanied by ex-
planatory notes and comments, clear dia-
grams, line illustrations and excellent pho-
to illustration. Extensive literature referen-
ces lead the way to further background
information. The methods presented were
validated by more than 40 leading labora-
tories active in sera analysis, which indica-
tes that these methods have been found to
be practically useful and lead to consistent
inter-laboratory results: consensus in auto-
antibody detection.

Section B: Autoantigens

This Section contains the first compilation
of full, detailed information on autoantigens
related to important autoimmune diseases.
The chapters are all structured according
to an easy reference fixed template struc-
ture: specific detection methods, cellular
localization, biochemical characteristics,
function, cDNA and derived amino acid
sequence, gene structure, B-and T-cell
epitopes and lists of published monoclonal
antibodies. The text is greatly enhanced by
many beautiful schematic figures and pho-
to illustrations. As in section A, extensive
literature references are provided. The in-
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formation for this section was brought to-
gether by leading experts in their fields.
This Manual is an ideal text and reference
book for bench scientists working in the
field of autoimmunity, but also for rheuma-
tologists, general (internal medicine) phy-
sicians or clinical immunologists caring for
patients whith autoimmune disordes.
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